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too much. Meat brine and garbage containing quantities of salt have caused the death of many hogs. Pigs turned into a pasture where cattle have been may eat too much salt from a trough which was placed there for the cows. When salt is fed to swine, it- is always safer to mix it with feed or give it as part of a mineral mixture. If salt is put out in boxes, there is always danger of the animals eating too much.
Symptoms
Often it is impossible to observe the symptoms, because it is not suspected that some animals have eaten too much salt until a few are found dead or in the last stages of poisoning. If, on investigation, it is learned that the animals have eaten an unusual amount of salt, one may proceed on this supposition and study the symptoms further. Some hogs have been known to die within four or five hours after the salt was eaten. Pigs suffering from salt poisoning may show evidence of extreme thirst together with a wabbly and uncertain gait. The eyes may be staring and the breathing much faster than normal. Salt causes a severe inflammation of the stomach and bowels and this may lead to convulsions. Frothing at the mouth is another fairly constant symptom. Later the sick animals may appear much depressed and finally lie down as though paralyzed and death soon follows.
When taken in large quantities, as in a brine, salt causes an intense inflammation of the digestive tract. The lining of the stomach and intestines is usually very red and even bleeds in severe cases. The history of the animals having had access to salt or brine together with the symptoms and post-mortem examination should enable one to make a reasonably safe diagnosis.
Treatment
Drugs for the treatment of salt poisoning are of very little value. A light mineral oil is suggested to sooth the